CLIMATE EMERGENCY

As most of you are aware the BANES declared a Climate Emergency in March 2019, committing the Council
to provide the leadership to enable Bath and North East Somerset to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.
https://www.bathnes.gov.uk/climate-emergency

Some of you may know that | have recently taken part in the Climate Assembly UK. Before | started, | knew
very little about climate change or the effects climate change was having on all our lives. | consider myself
to have been very lucky to have been chosen and given this unique opportunity to learn. | am now making
changes to my own life and encouraging others to do the same. The Climate Assembly UK report was
released on September 10". https://www.climateassembly.uk/report/#. It’s time for us all to become
engaged and interested in achieving net zero for our future generations.

Climate Emergency Resolution

As a parish council we should be taking the lead in supporting and encouraging this change. | therefore
suggest that the BPC implements its own Climate Emergency resolution:

Batheaston Parish Council resolves to recognise the existence of a climate emergency. The BPC
supports the B&NES declaration on the climate emergency. The BPC will work with the Batheaston
community and community organisations, B&NES and other parish councils to establish specific
local initiatives that will contribute to and enhance all aspects of our locality including transport, the
built environment, the natural environment, ecology and renewable energy.

Recommendations for addressing the Climate Emergency

The Climate Assembly UK made a series of recommendations to achieve net zero by 2050, many of which
concern local actions for local outcomes (“Localisation”). The examples below give a flavour of those
recommendations, ranging from the near-term tactical and practical to the longer-term strategic and
structural, e.g.:

Informing and educating, re climate emergency generally and issues specifically, e.g. food
Including net zero requirements in new planning applications

Repairing and sharing of goods

Minimising travel needs through more localised amenities

Electrifying public transport

Restoring natural assets and biodiversity, and removing of greenhouse gases

Creating mini-grids of renewable energy

NookowN~

Following adoption of our climate emergency resolution, | propose we organise a series of (virtual)
workshops with councillors and, importantly, our residents to identify localisation ideas and initiatives that
would suit our situation and community. At the Climate Assembly UK, this proved a great way of engaging
a diverse group. It built mutual understanding, prioritisation and buy-in to the various ideas generated.
These workshops would create our list of actions, for the community and by the community, and | would
hope the BPC can subsequently enable and support their implementation including financially.

| invite councillors to join me.



