
Batheaston Parish Council – Council Meeting 12th March 2024 

Report on the Elmhurst Growing Spaces  

Summary  

Residents asked the Parish Council at its November meeting to consider taking on some form of 

custodianship or management role for the Elmhurst Growing Spaces (or Woods) that are situated 

behind properties on Elmhurst Estate, numbers 35-79 inclusive).  

This land is currently owned by Bath and North East Somerset Council, and strips of the land – 

extending up the hill from each of the properties – have been rented to individuals, in some cases to 

owners of the houses to which they correspond, but by no means all. B&NES have not actively 

managed the site for 3 or more years, so no new tenancies have been agreed.  There are residents 

who are keen to make use of the land.  

This report sets out the position, and what I believe to be the options for the Parish Council.  

Description of the Land 

The area in question is represented by the two hatched areas in the centre of this map:  

 

The gap in the middle is an integral part of this space, but is no longer owned by B&NES, having been 

sold to a private individual some years ago.  

• It is quite steep, with some natural springs, and for the most part is wooded, with a number 

of mature trees. 

• The space is designated green belt, there are nevertheless fences and some buildings on it, 

in some cases quite substantial garden rooms and the like. It is also used as a store.  

• There is a right of access along the back of the properties (the western edge of the space) 



I attach as an appendix a summary provided by a local resident, describing the current situation, and 

her objective.  

Other Considerations 

B&NES are keen to find an organisation to take on the management of the site, and have indicated 

their willingness to support the transfer.  They have apparently undertaken to retain responsibility for 

the boundaries and tree on the site.  

The Community Asset Transfer – as was used for B&NES to lease the Riverside Area to the Parish 

Council in 2017 – might be a model for this how the arrangement might work (but there may be 

others)  

Grow Batheaston and CURO have been consulted about the land but in neither case wish to take on 

the custodianship of the land.  

There are at least 3 different tenancy agreements in place for different plots, with different expiry 

dates.  By default, change would take effect on renewal, and therefore take some time to complete.  

The standard fee, £25 p.a., is not enough to cover the costs of oversight and maintenance of the site.  

Options Open to the Parish Council   

I believe that Council would wish to consider the following options:  

“Do nothing”: decline the request to take on a leading role. 

“Do something, maybe”: investigate further the options available to fulfil the residents’ requests, 

specifically:  

1. Discuss with B&NES the terms on which the Parish Council could take on the management of 

the area.  

2. Conduct a survey of all residents of the directly affected properties, and of nearby 

properties, to ascertain the desire for change, and the constraints. 

3. Investigate the availability of funds to support this initiative.  

4. Confirm the legal constraints relating to existing tenancies, and the options for moving to a 

single agreement that ensures the space is available to local people, fairly and most 

effectively.  

5. Consider what structure the Council might put in place to oversee the management of the 

land; some form of sub-committee of the Council, involving local residents and others.  

6. Draw up a rough plan of how any change might come into effect. 

Richard Maccabee, 

Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 

12th March 2023  

  



Appendix: Detailed Description of the Status Quo, resident’s remarks at Council Meeting of 14th 

November 2023 

The land is referred to as allotment land, but is not designated as such; it currently sits with BANES 

property portfolio.  A plot of land was available for each householder to rent out for growing 

purposes, currently some plots are rented but some left vacant.  I am unsure of the exact number of 

rented plots, but possibly in the region of 50% are currently rented.  Four plots, roughly in the centre 

of the area, were sold to a houseowner many years ago. 

There has been no active management of the land for the last 3 years, so no new plots have been 

rented out, there is currently a list of people who would like to rent but are unable to do so.  

As B&NES does not have the manpower or finances to be able to manage the land and tenancies, a 

couple of proposals have been put forward to try to resolve the situation.  Grow Batheaston, initially 

looked at potentially leasing the land, but felt that, as it was not an area that would benefit the 

whole village, this would not be in their remit. 

There are several mature trees on the site, and B&NES have indicated that they would be prepared 

to retain responsibility for tree safety and for the external boundaries. 

The land is designated as green belt land, but has not been managed with this in mind, resulting in 

fences and buildings being erected.  There has been a general lack of management of the land, 

resulting in access paths being obstructed, building rubble being dumped and a lot of scrub foliage 

being allowed to grow. 

Rents are currently £25 per year and are payable at different times of the year, there are at least 3 

different tenancy agreements in existence.  I have attached an updated tenancy agreement that pulls 

the three together, this has not been approved. 

There would be problems with a change in management of the land, a rent increase would be 

suggested, currently some individuals rent multiple plots, and this would have to change to allow 

others to rent plots out.  There is a concern from some residents about privacy and security if plots 

were rented, it is proposed that only those who live within the Elmhurst Estate are allowed to rent 

plots. 


